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"SERMON, Ke. 


2 cok. iv. 7. 
sur WE HAVE THIS TREASURE IN EARTHEN VESSELS, 


op, AND NOT OF US, 


N | 454 4 9 | ; 
Sous of you, my brethren, are too well acquainted 
with. the circumſtances which have led me this day 
to the conſideration of theſe words. My mind has 
been ſeriouſly impreſſed with that moſt affecting Pro- 

vidence which has taken place in the courſe of the 


laſt week, and given a painful demonſtration of their 


x truth. And I am perſuaded that all of you will 
| enter into my feelings, and join your ſentiments of 
ſorrow with mine, when I inform you, that the 


of the ward of life; that the great Head of his 
church, the. wiſe diſpoſer af all events, has taken to 
himſelf. one whom we have often heard with plea- 
ſure and with profit, by whoſe occaſional labours we 
hoped yet more to be profited, who has been greatly 
yleful in bis ſtation, and promiſed ſtill greater uſe- 

l : fulneſs 


THAT THE EXCELLENCY OF THE POWER MAY BE OF 


Church of God has loſt an able, a faithful, miniſter | 


(5+ 1 


*** of time to come. I mean the | 

Rev. Mr. Cadogan. With regard to himſelf we 
ſorrow not, his work was finiſhed, and his reward is 

with the Lord. But, in whatever view we conſider 
this event to the church, it bears a folemn aſpect; 
we can only pronounce it right, as it is the act of 
him, who doeth that which ſeemeth good in his 
figtit,” and what ſeemeth good to him we know 
muß certainly be ſo. Here we ſubmit and fay, © the 
will of the Lord be done.” 

As the faithful miniſter we lament was well known 
and beloved amongſt us, when theſe words engaged 
my attention, I did not attempt to reſiſt the impreſ- 
fion which»they made, convinced that the deſign of 
them would be more effeQually anſwered while fo 

Qed a providence folemnizes the mind. 

With th this view let us conſider the goſpel as a trea- 
fure—its miniſters as earthen veſſel —the excellency of 
u prof Gat And oh, may the Spirit of grace 
power . r upon us his peculiar unction, that 
_— Cn ne Boe" 


a 


ons: We xe to confider the goſpel! as à trea- 
we What the apoſtle alludes to will be clearly 
evinced by a ſhort view of the preceding verſes. 
Here the apoſtle is ſpeaking of © the word of God” 
che manifeſtation of x the truth!“ that Goſ- 
pel which is hid to them that are-loft, but is in truth 
2 oor] ay pet of Chriſt, who is the image of 
preached” Tea, © the light of the 

—— — the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt.“— This is the treafure. And though con- 
veyed to us in ſuch mean, unworthy, and brittle, veſ- 
ſels, the treaſure is yet the ſame, and hereby the 
glory is reſetved for him to whom alone it is . 


"£03 
oe er * it ſuch, it is I rag * 
Goſpel, exhibi ere in the dignity of his 
the all-ſufficiency of his work, and the ineſtimable 
bleſſings of his ſalvation. —He is the very eſſence of | 
the Goſpel, the very eſſence of all treaſures. Wich- 
out an intereſt in him, were we poſſeſſed of all the 1 
riches of the univerſe, we ſhould be miſerably poor. 
With him, though r in this world, we are rich 
indeed. He is that treaſure hid in a field, which 
when a man hath found, (and knows its true value) he 
hideth, and for joy thereof goeth and ſelleth all that 
he hath and buyeth that field. Mat. xiii. 44.— This 
is the treaſure put into the miniſters of Chriſt (well ĩs 1 
it if it be put into their hearts), and which they are to 1 
exhibit, to adminiſter, to communicate, by diſplaying 1 
the glories of this divine Saviour by diſcovering, the = 
all-ſufficiency of his falvation— the freeneſs of his 
inviting poor miſerable ſinners of the ſons 
of men, to come freely and partake of the whole. 
e To whom God would make known (fays this 
apoſtle) what is the riches of the glory of this myſtery 
among the Gentiles, which is Chriſt in you the hope 
of glory: whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man, &c.” Col. 1.27, 28. And why? 
becauſe © in him are hid all the treaſures of wiſ- 
dom and knowledge.” Col. ii. 3. Yea © in him 
dwelleth all the fullneſs of the Godhead bodily 
(really and ſubſtantially).” Col. ii. 9, 10. Since 
then there is ſuch fullneſs of all bleſſings, in him, 
what ideas ſhall we ſelect, what views ſhall we pre- 
ſent to you, from the infinite glories of this won- 
derful perſon? Here is a rich Saviour indeed, rich 
in himſelf with all the glories of the Godhead, and 
rich in bleſſings to communicate to all his people. 
In theſe views, © he is precious to you which be- 
lieve.” And, if he be ſo now when we ſee his glories 8 
px. A3 but 


„„ 
but as through a 926 darkly, what ſhall he appear 
| — — we ſee him as he is What proſpects now 
ge the mind of our late dear departed father in 
Chi, and of our friend, who ſo lately has joined him 
among the ſociety of the redeemed ! 

Their views were very ſimilar on earth, and no 
doubt now, united in the ſame viſion of his glories, 
they unite in the fame ſong of praife, © to him who 
loved us, and waſhed us from our fins i in his own 
blood, be the glory and dominion — to God and 
the Lamb be equal praiſe.” 


At preſent we can only behold his glories as in 


his word; and, bleſſed be God, © unto, me who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints is this grace given to 
preach among miſerable ſinners the unſearchable 
riches of Chriſt.” — Here then let us turn our at- 
tention, and contemplate theſe unſearchable riches 

Exhibited I. In the rich and precious truths of that 
ſacred repoſitory—The great truths of the goſpel, 
as connected with Chriſt, are a treaſure of ineſtimable 
value, had we but eyes to ſee their glory, and 
hearts ſet right, and fitted for the enjoyment. 

They are exceedingly delightful to the contrite 
ſinner; full of comfort and conſolation to the be- 
lieving mind. The goſpel truly anſwers its name, 
good news—glad tidings—for it brings under our 
obſervation, © What eye hath not feen, nor ear 
eard, and bleſſings that it had not entered into the 
cart of man to Conceive,” —[t is a truth of this 
-lorious goſpel of Chriſt, that there is a covenant 
of grace and falyation entered into by the eternal 
— on behalf of guilty ſinners.— It is a truth of 
_ ns glorious goſpel, — Jeſus Chriſt is the media- 
*or and ſurety of this new and better covenant; that 
he hath fulfilled all its terms, purchaſed all its bleſ- 
ſings, . on ſecured their enjoyment for all his * ; 

c 


42 


that he hath wrought out and brought to us an ever- 


laſtin Fe. fully anſwerable to every de- 
mand of the holy and unchanging law of God ; that 
he hath offered up an atoning ſacrifice, infinite in its 


value, eternal in its efficacy, and ſo adequate in every 


reſpect to the great deſign, that infinite juſtice can- 
not but reſt ſatisfied in the work, and glory in the 
honour which it has received thereby. Hear it, 
thou afflicted conſcience, and be at reſt For it is 
now alſo a certain truth of the glorious Goſpel of 
Chriſt, that God is a God of peace in him, well 
pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake, reconciled to ſin- 


ners, and reconciling the world unto himſelf; that 


© there is pardon for infinite offence, by means that 
its value infinite,” this atoning ſacrifice of 


Jeſus, through which a poor periſhing prodigal may 


return to his heavenly Father's houſe, and be wel- 
comed to all its proviſion, its protection, and its 
treaſures.—It is a glorious truth of this precious goſ- 
pel, that Jeſus our redeemer 1s © gone into heaven, 
there to appear in the preſence of God for us:“ 
yea that he in our nature is ſeated upon the throne 
of glory, © head over all things to his church“ 


It is a truth, that in him is all-ſufficiency, infinite 


ſufficiency, to carry on his purpoſes of grace, in the 
world, in the church, and in the hearts of all his people, 
in their preſent ſanctification, and in their faithful 


preſervation through all their trials, difficulties, and 


temptations, to the world aboye.—lt is a truth of this 


- glorious goſpel of Chriſt, that life and immortality 


are brought to light thereby; an inheritance incor- 
ruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away.—lIt is a 
truth, that caſts a bright beam of glory over the 
whole, that all who die, or rather ſleep, in Jeſus 
ſhall meet around his throne, ſhall participate of his 
bleſſedneſs, and be enriched with the riches of his 

| A4 glory 
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(3) 
| glory throughout eternity What truths are theſe !— 
But theſe things will appear ſtill more ſurpriſing 


when we conſider them, 

II. As connected with * the exceeding great and 
precidus promiſes” of this goſpel of Chriſt.— All the 
promiſes of God, ſays the apoſtle, in him are yza-and 
in him aMzx, unto the glory of God, by us,” 2Cor.i. 
20. This brings the invaluable treaſures of thoſe 
divine truths near to our hearts, and directs us in 
che application, and into the ſatisfying enjoyment of 
their abundant bleſſinggs. 

This it is that conſtitutes the great glory of the 
*poſpel, that it is intended for periſhing ſinners; that 
ſuch are invited to, and ſuch are made really par- 
'fakefs of, its grace. — As what Jeſus did he did for 
His people, ſo what he is he is for them, for their 
benefit and ſalvation. And who are they? Every 
returning penitent is, no doubt, among their number, 
yea all who are willing to come to him, to receive 
him as their Redeemer and their Lord, to truſt them- 
ſelves in his hands, and to receive from him freely 
All the bleſſings of ſalvation. What he intends to 
do for ſuch he has graciouſly informed them, and 
irrevocably inſured to them, in the promiſes of his 
"word. And, while faith is perſuaded of and embraces 
"theſe, it is impoſſible that a penitent ſinner ſhould 
de dejected, or the humbleſt believer diſtreſſed. Let 
. us' caft our eyes for a few moments on that ſacred 
repoſitory of divine engagements, and we ſhall be 
compelled to confeſs, there is not a want we can 
feel, nor a ſituation into which we may be caſt, but 
a rich proviſion is here made for our ſupply and 
conſolation, purchaſed with the blood, laid up in the 
fullneſs, of the Lord our Redeemer, and preſented 
for our acceptance in his word. And for whom ?— 
for ſinners of the ſons of men, the hungry 'and the 

thirſty, 


4.9 
thirſty, the weary and the heavy laden with the guilt 
and conſequences of their ſin. 

Let us begin, where a convinced and penitent 
finner will always begin his confeſſions and his 
prayers, with his need of. pardoning mercy. We ad- 
dreſs ſuch in the language of the Old Teſtament, 
with words of encouragement like theſe, Come 
now and let us reaſon together, faith the Lord; 

though your ſins be as ſcarlet they ſhall be as white 
as ſnow, though they be red like crimſon they ſhall . 
be as wool.” If. i. 18. In the language of the New 
Teſtament we bring the ſame conſolatory meſſage, ' 
and inform him, that “ we who were once afar off 
are made nigh by the blood of Chriſt,” for he is our 
peace, and that—becauſe © in him we have redemp- 
'tion, through his blood, even the forgiveneſs of our 
fins, according to the riches of his grace.” Eph. ii. 
13, and i. 7. How precious to the wounded ſpirit 

and the contrite heart ſuch diſcoveries as theſe'! 
Feeling himſelf to ſtand guilty before God, con- 
demned by a holy law, ſet home upon his conſcience 
by the Spirit of the Lord, he hears with wonder and 
gratitude a meſſage ſo reviving, abounding with ſuch 
undeſerved grace; he hopes that his iniquities ſhall 
be blotted out as a cloud, and his tranſgreſſions as a 
thick cloud, when aſſured that there is mercy with 
God through Jeſus Chriſt, and in him plenteous re- 
demption. | 
The next want that a guilty ſinner feels is that of 
acceptance and juſtification in the preſence of a holy 
God. He knows that without a perfect righteouſ- 
neſs no creature can ſtand accepted before his great. 
Creator. The law makes its demand, a demand 
which muſt be anſwered, and, while he feels him- 
ſelf a tranſgreſſor, he acknowledges the ſentence juſt, 
In himſelf therefore he is deſtitute of that A 
| : neſs 


LY 


neſs which alone can commend him in the fight of 
God, without the ability to atone for paſt tranſgreſ- 
| fions, or to perform the neceſſary obedience for the 
time to come. That Goſpel which promiſes ſalva- 
tion to ſuch ſinners, muſt diſcover © the gift of 
righteouſneſs,” and this it does. 
The prophet Iſaiah has repreſented this under 
à moſt beautiful alluſion to the ſhowers of rain 
deſcending from heaven to revive the earth, and 
cauſing it to produce its fruit abundantly. © Drop 
down, ye heavens, from above, and let the ſkies 
ur down righteouſneſs: let the earth open, and 
let them bring forth ſalvation, and let righteouſneſs 
foring by — I Jehovah have created it.“ 
If. xlv. 8. Hearken unto me (ſays the Lord by 
the — prophet), ye ſtout hearted that are far from 
righteouſneſs — hearken unto me ye that follow 
after righteouſneſs — for my righteouſneſs is near, 
my ſalvation is gone forth.“ If. li. 1, 4. And the 
apoſtle, from the inſtance of Abraham, informs us 
how this righteouſneſs is to be received and enjoyed. 
« For, as faith was imputed unto him for righteouſ- 
neſs, ſo ſhall it be imputed unto us, if we believe on 
him who raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead, 
who was delivered for our offences, and was raiſed 
gain for our juſtification.” Rom. iv. 24, 25. 
Thus, ſtanding in his righteouſneſs, made over by a 
divine gift, and received by faith, © we are juſtified 
from all things.” — Vea, © we are complete in him.” 
Col. ii. 10. This is a giftthat wonderfully enriches a 
poor ſinner, The happy ſubject of it may diſmiſs his 
fears, raiſe himſelf from his miſerable poverty, and join 
the triumphant language of the prophet, I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; 
for he hath clothed me with the garments of falvation, 


he hath covered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, 
3 | 3 


os | 
that I might ſtand in his ſight as the bridegroom decked 
with his ornaments, and as a bride adorned with her 
Jewels.” —Iſ. Ixi. 10. Thanks be to God for this 
unſpeakable gift. e 

Does the contrite ſinner yet feel freſh wants ariſ- 
ing, and that without a renewed nature he can have 
no enjoyment of a holy God? © He is our ſanc- 
tification, and the regenerating influence of his en- 
lightening and enlivening Spirit can, and does, create 
the hearts of his people anew in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
begin to reſtore in them that image of righteouſneſs 
and true holineſs from which we are fallen. This is 
the great goſpel promiſe, © Then will I ſprinkle 
clean water upon you,” (the acknowledged emblem 
of the Spirit in his ſanctifying grace) and ye ſhall be 
clean ; tom all your filthineſs, and from all your 
idols, will I cleanſe you. A new heart alſo will I 

ive you, and a new ſpirit will I put within you, and 

will take away the ſtony heart out of your fleſh, 
and I will give you an heart of fleſh. And I will 
put my Spirit within you, and cauſe you to walk in 
my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall keep my judgments and do 
them.” Ez. xxxvi. 25—27. Compare Heb. viii. 10. 
And this is realized in the experience of all who truly 
belong to him. | ** 
But now, ſet out in the Chriſtian race, with his 
face towards Zion, he needs direction through the per- 
plexities of the wilderneſs, and that direction is at 
hand: for “ thus faith the Lord thy Redeemer, the 
Holy One of Iſrael, I am the Lord thy God which 
teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way which thou ſhouldeſt go.“ If. xlviii. 17. 

Yea, the rich proviſions of his providence and 
grace ſhall attend the needy traveller, like the hea- 
venly manna, and refreſhing ftream, through the 
wilderneſs of old; and equal miracles be wrought, 


though - 


IT, r 
though not t perhaps always ſo evident, to ſupply the 
neceſſities of his choſen flock. © When the poor 
and needy ſeek water and there is none, I the Lord 
will hear them, I the God of Iſrael will not forſake 
them. 1 will open rivers in the high places, and 
fountains in the midſt of the vallies, I = 
wilderneſs a pool of water, and the dry land ſprings 

of water.” II. xli. 17, 18, &c. Fear not then, thou 
afflicted and diſtreſſed: belicver ; dark and gloomy as 
thy circumſtances may be, encourage thyſelf in the 
Lord thy God, the God of Iſrael ; who engages to 
repeat even Iſrael's miracles for thy ſupport and con- 
ſolation. 

But how ſhalt thou be kept ſecure through all thy 
trials and enemies to the end ? Senfible of thine own 
infirmities and corruptions, the proſpect before thee 
often makes thee to tremble ; but, kept by the power 
of God, thou ſhalt be preſerved unto ſalvation. 
will make an everlaſting covenant with them, that 
I will not turn away from them to do them good; 
but I will put my fear into their hearts, that they 
ſhall not depart from me.” Jer. xxxii. 40. Tk 
the Lord will give grace, and- the Lord will gi 
glory, and no good thing will he withhold from them 
that walk in ſincerity before him. Bleſſed then is 
he that truſteth 1 in the Lord. Pſ. lxxxiv, tt, 12. 

What news is here for dying ſinners, miniſters as 
well as people; what an inexhauſtible repoſitory of 
ſpiritual treaſures is the Goſpel of Chriſt, exhibited 
to Faith, and brought experimentally into the heart 
of every true believer! Let us then view this Goſpel 

III. In the riches which it actually communicates 
to all who receive its grace. That muſt be a tre- 
ſure indeed that ennobles as well as enriches thoſe 
who poſſeſs it. And fo does the goſpel— It raiſes 
wretched ſinners to the honour of the ſons of God. 

| oc Ye 


a BE... 
Je are all the children of God by faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus.” Gal iii. 26. It gives a diſpoſition ſuited to 
fo exalted a dignity, and enables us to ery, © Abba, 
Father.“ And it gives a title to an inheritance 
worthy of ſuch a relation, © for he is not aſhamed to 
be called our God ſince he hath prepared for us a 
city.“ Heb. xi. 16. Without the word of the Goſ- 
pel we had been poor indeed, in the knowledge of 
God, of ourſelves, and of futurity. Without the 
knowledge of that Jeſus as ours, held forth in his 
word, however we may fancy ourſelves rich and in- 
creaſed in goods and to have need of nothing, we are 
ſpiritually poor, and miſerable, and blind, and naked. 

We poſſeſs nothing that can recommend us to the 
favour and love of a righteous God; nothing but 
what merits, through fin, his diſpleaſure and his 
wrath. We are as poor as that miſerable wretch, 
who has forfeited all his poſſeſſions, by rebellion 
againſt his lawful ſovereign, ind is about to ſuffer 
the juſt puniſhment of his crimes. | 

This, in a ſpiritual view, is the real ſituation of man. 


But in Jeſus the attainder is taken off—the forfeited 


inheritance reſtored—yea, innumerable privileges and 
bleſſings, purchaſed by his blood, ſecured to the be- 
lieving ſinner. With Chriſt we are rich indeed, we 
have all things and abound. Not all the riches of 
both the Indies can make a man fo rich as the poſ- 
ſeſſion of Chriſt as his. He who hath ſecured his 
portion here by faith, is rich in divine favour and 
love ; rich in the preſent communications of ſpiritual 
bleflings, enjoyed often with a ſweet tranquillity of 
mind, when faith and hope, enlivening devotion, . 
bring the fragrance of heavenly joys into the cham- 
bers of ſecret retirement ; rich in the pleaſing expec- 
tation that caſts a beam of glory around the clouds of 
life; rich in the graces of the Spirit,- wrought in the 
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(14) ED TIN, 
heart, as the meetneſs for fuller erjoyment in the 
world to come. 

Poſſeſſed of theſe an apoſtle, and many with the 
apoſtle, have rejoiced in tribulation, having peace 
with God: yea, have joined the triumphant lan- 

e of an ancient believer, « Now, Lord, letteſt 
thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine eyes have 
ſeen thy ſalvation.” 

The treaſures of the Goſpel are not then like the 
treaſures of earth. Go, aſk all around, and try what 
elſe can bear the compariſon.— It is their diſtin- 
guiſning excellency when all things elſe deſert us, 
to ſupport and elevate the finking ſpirit. What 
elſe like theſe can make us rich in ſorrow, rich in 
trials and afflictions, rich in poverty, rich 1n pain, 
rich in dying agonies, yea, rich in death. Then 
the Goſpel of Chriſt opens to us. 

IV. The riches of glory. There we are told of 
that reſt which remaineth for the people of God, 
A reſt from all thoſe troubles, ſorrows, temptations, 
and fins, which interrupted our belt enjoyments, and 
broke unwelcome into our molt ſpiritual devotions.— 
There is that crown of righteouſneſs which fadeth 
not away—The eternal weight of glory—The ri- 
vers of pleaſure that make glad the city of God—in 
his preſence where there is fulneſs of joy, and at his 
right hand where there are pleaſures for evermore, — 
There no cloud ſhall intercept the bright ſhining of 
the ſun of righteouſneſs ; we ſhall be perfectly like 
him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. But here our 
conceptions fail us. Our dear departed fathers and 
brethren in the Lord know theſe things beſt. And, 
could they return to inſtruct us now again, what 
think ye would be the ſubject of their exhortation? 
No doubt the ſame which ſo engaged them while on 


earth, 7 with ardour abundantly increaſed from 
views 
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views ſo much more intimate and clear. © Secure 
above all things, ye ſons of men, an intereſt in 
Chriſt— that appointed, that precious, Saviour. He 
is the treaſure of earth, the treaſure of heaven. He 
alone can enrich you with eternal riches, - Preſs on. 
then towards the mark, for there is indeed a glorious 
prize of our high calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus.” 
Thus the Goſpel is a treaſure. —Let us ſecure an in- 
tereſt in it, and we cannot but be rich indeed, for. 
time, and for eternity, We are now to conſider 


SECONDLY, The miniſters of this Goſpel, at | 
contain, and whoſe office it is to diſpenſe, this trea- 
ſure, under the repreſentation of earthen veſſels, or 
veſſels of clay.— There is a peculiar beauty in the 
contraſt which the apoſtle here makes of the ineſti- 
mable treaſure of the Goſpel of Chriſt, with the 
mean and brittle veſſels from which it is diſpenſed, 
Nothing can in a more ſtriking manner evince to us 
the wiſdom and the goodneſs of God, and more 
eſpecially the excellency of his power, as that by 
which alone his truth can become effectual.—It is, 
no doubt, the great deſign of God in ſuch a diſpen- 
ſation to magnify his own grace and power; and 
there are ſeveral ideas, which ſeem naturally to ariſe 
from the uſe of ſuch an alluſion, which will tend 
immediately to this point, We will endeavour to . 
point them out, dwelling moſt on thoſe which ap- 
pear to us moſt important, moſt natural, or juſt. It 
has been obſerved 

That veſſels muſt be made by the hands of the 
workman, and fo the miniſters of the Goſpel muſt 
be the workmanſhip of God. Though 1 do not 
conceive that this particularly entered into the mind 
of the apoſtle, in the preſent inſtance, yet the doc- 
trine is certainly juſt, As men are not born Chriſ- 

tians, 
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tians, much leſs are they born miniſters, but made ſo 
by the ſame diſtinguiſhing grace of God. An Haiah 
muſt have his lips touched with a live coal from off 
the altar, before he can be either willing or able to 
declare the meſſage of the Lord. A Paul muſt be 
a choſen veſſel, and ſent by him to bear witneſs to 
his name and truth. Let us not ſuppoſe theſe to be 
peculiar caſes ; though evidently fo as to the cir- 
cumſtances that attended them, yet not as to the 
grace beſtowed, When the apoſtle is, therefore, 
ſpeaking of thoſe diverſities of gifts with which the 
church was bleſſed, he tells us, all theſe, from 
the higheſt to the loweſt, ( worketh that one and 
the ſelf ſame ſpirit, dividing unto” every man ſeve- 
rally as he will.” 1 Cor. xii. 11. And, in another 
place, He that aſcended up on high, and gave gifts 
unto men, when he gave ſome apoftles, and ſome 
prophets, gave alſo by the ſame ſpirit, evangeliſts, 
paſtors, or teachers, for the perfefting of the ſaints, 
for the work of the miniſtry, &c. Eph. iv. 11, 12, 
It is evident, therefore, that none can make a mi- 
niſter of God but God himſelf, It is he that muſt 
incline the heart, and © inwardly move it by his holy 
ſpirit.” It is he that muſt put within the treaſure of 
goſpel knowledge, and goſpel grace. It is he that 
muſt give the neceſſary ſpiritual gifts, and grant the 
bleſſing. But, to intrude into this ſacred office, 
under the idea of this- inward preparation, without 
the ſuitable outward deſignation, ariſes from very 
contracted views of the ways and providence of God. 
He, in whoſe hands are the hearts of all men, can, 
and no doubt will, open “a door of entrance” ac- 
cording to the regular ordinances of his church, for 

all whom he commiſſions; direct their way; ap- 
point their ſtations; ſecure them in their work, and 
ſidera- 
tion, 


grant his promiſed preſence.— Under this con 
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tion, indeed, we cannot but lament, when God takes 
away inſtruments he has peculiarly furniſhed, and 
bleſt; yet it ſhould alſo ſatisfy us with the diſpenſa- 
tion as it is Big, who hath till in his own hands the 
reſidue of the Spirit. Then alſo. _ 8 

Veſſels receive in order to preſerve and to com- 
municate. And ſhould not the prieſt's lips preſerve 
knowledge, and the law be fought at his mouth? 
No alluſion, indeed, will hold good in every circum- 
ſtance; thus it is here. Bleſſed be God, though we 
are to communicate to others, we ourſelves are not 
reſtrained from the enjoyment, We alſo may par- 
take of the precious treaſures of goſpel grace, and 
miſerable ſhall we be, if while we diſpenſe to others, 
we are deſtitute of its fruition in ourſelves, Miſer- 
able indeed will it be, if when we have preached to . 
others we. ourſelves are caſtaways. Yea, then thall 
we diſpenſe the word with peculiar delight and ad- 
vantage, when we can ſay, & what our eyes have 

ſeen, what our hands have handled,” what our 
hearts have felt, declare we unto you : it is our de- 
fire © that your fellowſhip may be with us, and 
truly our fellowſhip is with the Father, and with his 
fon Jeſus Chriſt.” . Then will our talents, our time, 
our graces, be employed as they ought for the edifi- 
cation of the church, we ſhall ſtudy to approve our- 
ſelves to God, &c. and, “by manifeſtation of the 
truth, commend ourſelves to every man's conſcience 
in the ſight of God.” But this alluſion may juſtly 
| ſignify to us | 


Our total inſufficiency to communicate theſe bleſ- 
ſings as of ourſelves. We are but empty veſſels, 
the treaſure is altogether diſtinct from the veſſel, and 
muſt be derived from another ſource.—It can neither 
fill itſelf, nor communicate of its contents when 
filled. No more can the miniſter! of the Goſpel wa 
B ther 
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ther know the truth aright, preach it in its ſimplicity, 
or convey the power = bleſſings of it, but as en- 
abled by the Spirit of the Lord. If an apoſtle © la- 
boured more abundantly than they all, it was not 
he but the grace of God which was with him,” If 
© he preached Chriſt, warning every fnan, and teach- 
ing every man, with all wiſdom, 6c. it was accord. 
ing to his working, which wrought in him mightily.” 
Col. i. 27, 28,—It would be well for you, my Chriſ- 
tian brethren, always to recollect this truth, you 
would then pray more earneſtly for your miniſters, 
bear with our infirmities, and look up to the right 
ſource for the bleſſings you wiſh to receive. When 
you found yourſelves heavy and unfit for duties, or 
your miniſters affected with the ſame weakneſs of 
human nature, your ſupplications would be directed 
for reviving influence to the God of all grace; and, 
when enjoying thoſe happy frames, which ſometimes 
animate our duties, and elevate our hearts, the glory 
would be given to him. For miniſters are not only 
veſſels but carthen veſſels—implying 
That they are in themſelves, poor and mean, and 
unſuitable to contain or diſplay ſuch infinite glo- 
ries.—So indeed are the beſt of men, endowed with 
the beſt gifts of nature or of grace: though called 
from et the wiſe, the mighty, or the noble, of 
this world. © But God hath often choſen the fooliſh 
things of the world, to confound the wiſe ; and God 
hath choſen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty, and baſe things 
of the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath 
God choſen, yea, and things which are not, to 
bring to nought things that are: that no fleſh ſhould 
glory in his preſence.” 1 Cor. 1. 28. 
It is the great deſign of God to humble the pride of 
man, His inſtruments therefore have often been what 
| - man 
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man would not have choſen :. deſtitute of thoſe polite 
accompliſhments, that learning and eloquence, which 
the world ſo much admire. And truly, if they poſ- 
ſeſs theſe, they muſt learn to deſpiſe them, in com- 
pariſon of the ſimplicity of the faith; to determine 
not to know any thing but Jeſus Chriſt, and him 
crucified ; while their ſpeech and their preaching is 
not with the enticing words of man's wiſdom, but 
in the demonſtration of the Spirit and of power: 
that the faith of believers may not ſtand in the wiſ- 
dom of men, but in the power of God. 1 Cor. Th 
at” = 

Otten indeed in the ſenſible experience of the 
ſame infirmities, ſorrows, weakneſſes, and fears, with 
others, they carry within themſelves an affecting 
proof of their inability for ſo great a work, and are 
ready to exclaim, Who is ſufficient | Ys theſe 
things?“ Often they are tired in the work, though 
not of it, and, while the ſpirit is willing, the fleſh is 
weak. Often when they ſee the infinite glories, and 
vaſt importance of the truth, in connection with 
their own infufficiency of body and of mind, they are 
ready to wiſh, with the prophet, © not to make 
mention of him, nor to ſpeak any more in his name: 
till his word is in their hearts as a burning fire ſhut 
up in their bones, and they are weary-of forbearing, 
and cannot ſtay.” Jer. xx. 9. But OTIS im- 
plies ſtill further— 

That they are ſinners by nature and by practice; 
to whom this treaſure is committed, this diſpenſation 
of the Goſpel grace.— God hath choſen, and it is 
an inſtance of his great compaſſion, to ſpeak to us 
by men in all reſpects like ourſelves, men of like 
paſſions, and anful infirmities. Even a bold Elijah 
trembles and flies before the face of a woman, 
when left to prove his ſtrength. Weak and frail, 
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they often diſcover the blemiſhes of human nature, 
and have reaſon, like their fellow-ſinners, for hu- 
miliation and continual watchfulneſs. Thus they can 
feel for, and addreſs themſelves to, the circumſtances 
of ſuch imperfe& creatures; while themſelves are 
compelled to lament over their indwelling corrup- 
tions, and take up the cry of an apoſtle, © who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this death.” 

Wonderful is it that ſuch unlikely inſtruments 
ſhould be the means of conveying ſuch bleſ- 
ſings of grace and falvation to miſerable ſinners. 
And it is a proof of the ſovereign grace of God, 
that ſuch frail creatures, while they feel frequent 
cauſes of inward grief, ſhould be upheld, by the 
great head of his church, as ſtars in jhis hand, and 
ſhould not be left to diſhonour the goſpel they pro- 
claim. It is true, we have ſometimes lamentable 
inſtances of this kind, which ſpeak with a loud and 
warning voice, directing us to the only preſerver of 
kis ſaints, and admoniſbing us, „let him that 
thinketh he ſtandeth take heed leſt he fall.” And 
woe be to thoſe who can magnify the blemiſhes of 
ſuch, or uſe them, with a ſecret gratification, to in- 
creaſe their prejudices againſt the goſpel of Chriſt, - 
which yet remains the ſame. —But what the apoſtle 
had here particularly in view was no doubt, 

That this everlaſting goſpel is committed in its 
diſpenſation to ſinful mortals; dying and paſling 
away; all under the ſame ſentence, “ duſt thou art, 
and unto duſt ſhalt thou return.” „“ Our fathers, 
where are they ? and the prophets, do -they live for 
ever?” No excellency of character or of office 
can change the veſſel of clay, can exempt the perſon 
who ſuſtains them from the ſtroke of death. Even 
in the diſcharge of our office we are frequently 
reminded, © that ſoon the earthly houſe of this taber- 

| | nacle 
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nacle ſhall be diſſolved.” And quickly its Creator - 
_ daſhes it into pieces, and it moulders back to duſt: 
Strange that ſuch changing inſtruments ſhould be 
choſen to carry on ſuch an unchanging deſign, and 
adminiſter ſuch unchanging bleſſings. They ſome- 
times appear to us of great importance in the church, 
but not ſo to him. They have only to do their al- 
lotted work, then the veſſel is broken, and appears 
no more. Of this the preſent providence affords us 
an affecting proof. . WEE, 
And here I cannot decline to pay a tribute of re- 
ſpect to the memory of a faithful ſervant of the 
Lord, and adore what God had made him. 
Early called by grace to the knowledge of the 
truth, he had attained peculiarly clear and evange- 
lical views of its' nature and its glories. Though, 
from his family and connections in life, he had rea- 
ſon to expect an elevated ſituation in the church, and 
honour in the world, no ſooner was his mind en- 
lightened by the goſpel, and his heart influenced by 
its power, than he ſacrificed all to win Chriſt to 
ch Chriſt—to bring his fellow ſinners to. the 
nowledge of Chriſt crucified, His faith was not a 
mere notion or profeſſion, but © gold tried in the 
fire, that ſhall be found unto praiſe and honour and 
glory.” Like Moſes, © he eſteemed the reproach 
of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures in Egypt: 
or, like the apoſtle, © he accounted all things but 
as dung and droſs for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord.” | | 
His natural talents were ſtrong and penetrating. His 
memory was remarkably tenacious, as by twice read- 
ing he could make a ſubject his own. His knowledge 
of the ſcriptures was very accurate and extenſive, par- 
ticularly of the Old Teſtament, the deſign and evan- 
gelical import of which ſeemed familiar to his mind, 
| B 3 ">> 8 
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Vea his general views of the goſpel were enriched 
with a peculiar ſpiritual energy, much like thoſe of 

our late venerable miniſter, to whoſe memory he 
N the laſt tribute of reſpect. His preaching was 
plain and ſimple, but e and convineing, at- 
tended, at the ſame time, with ſuch a ſerious and 
commanding addreſs, as could not but obtain the 
attention of the moſt careleſs. Every one felt that 
what was ſpoken was believed - was uttered under a 
deep conviction of ĩts truth, and every one (at leaſt 
for the time) felt its importance enforced upon his 
on heart. 

A firm friend to the church of England, with the 
utmoſt candour and liberality towards thoſe who 
differed from him, it was his ſincere deſire to 
promote its intereſts and its welfare. And hap- 
py would he have been to have ſeen all the 
friends of its evangelical doctrines uniting to main- 
tain its diſcipline, and the acknowledged friends 
of its diſcipline uniting to maintain the purity of its 
articles: of faith. His views of theſe were, it is con- 
ſeſſed, what are generally called Calviniſtic. And 
indeed it appears ſtrange to thoſe who embrace the 
ſame ſentiments with him (whatever may be the pre- 
vailing opinions of the preſent day, or the poſſible con- 
ſtruction of ſome parts of their language) that any one 
ſhould ſeriouſly deny it to have been their original 
deſign to ſupport this ſyſtem of doctrine, who com- 
pares — moſt literal and evident meaning with the 
well known writings and ſentiments of thoſe vene- 
rable characters who compiled them. But, what- 
ever may be thought of theſe principles, in his caſe, 
at leaſt, they muſt be acknowledged ro have been 
productive of the abundant fruits of righteouſneſs, 
and charities, which may long render his name dear 
to the poor who ſo liberally experienced them. Sh 

| ce 


He who is infinitely wiſe, and does nothing wich- 
out deſign, had not called fuch an inſtrument out 
from the world, and ſo fitted him for the work, but _ 
for eſſential ſervice. He made him, therefore; very - 
uſeful in his ſituation, gave him many ſeals to hi 
miniſtry, who ſhall be his joy and crown of rejoic- 
ing in the great day of the Lord. - To them he 
no doubt was, as he ought to be, peculiarly deat, 
while the amiable condeſcenſion of his manners (al- 
ways forgetting the dignity of his birth) made him 
belaved by all.—God kept him faithful and con 
ſiſtent to the end. And, after holding forth 

word of life, on his Thurſday evening lecture, he 
vas ſuddenly ſeized with a diſorder that quickly ter- 
minated his work on earth. . 
But, though his affliction was ſudden, it met 
him not unprepared. © When his apothecary en- 
tered he ſaid, I am dying, but I bleſs God all 
my affairs are ſettled for both worlds. I am dy- 
ing, but J am going to live for ever.—-I die 
in the faith of the goſpel, and in love and cha- 
rity with all men, eſpecially with all my Chriſtian 
brethren,” and then in prayer ſweetly committed 
his partner and his friends into the hands of the 
Lord.” “ He died as he lived, - ſtrong in the 
Lord and jn the power of his might ; glorified God 
in the fires; and, though with much weakneſs and 
extreme pain of body, his mind was perfectly com- 
poſed, and his judgment unimpaired to the laſt. 
He took his leave of his diſtreſſed partner and his 
houſehold, and exhorted them to reſignation and 
confidence in God. I am going (ſaid he), I am 
dying, but I am quite happy, I die in the faith of 
the Lord Jeſus, —And the laſt words he was heard 
to articulate were, © Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God 
Almighty.” ——Thus, dying in the full triumph of 
B 4 faith, 
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Faith, confident of his. intereſt in the ſalvation of the 
Lord, and looking forward with holy joy to the 
glory that is beyond, he ſweetly realized thoſe. ani- 
mating words, choſen by him as the laſt tribute of 
reſpect to the memory of our late venerable paſtor 
* This God is our God for ever and ever, he will 
be our guide unto death.“ —Oh that we all might 
be followers of them who through faith and patience 
now inherit the promiſes - By ſuch a death we can- 
not but feel more ſenſibly the importance of ſuch 
a BE: Ds his work was done, and the veſſel is 
en, that God may have all the glory,—This | 


.DTQ 
1 us to inquire, 


Tumoty, The deſign of God in raiſing up, em- 


playing, and, we may add alſo, in caſting aſide, ſuch 
inſtruments. as theſe—* That the excellency of the 
power may be of God and not of us.“ —There is 
then an excellency of power in the goſpel, though 
adminiſtered by ſuch feeble means. And this, above 
all beſides, evinces it to be the goſpel of God, that 
he acknowledges it as his, and attends it with his 
bleſſing. _ The earthen veſſel, that brought ſome of 
you acquainted with its glories, has been removed, 
but the effects remain. You yet experience theſe 
effects of goſpel grace, the. moſt excellent that can 
ever be produced on ſinners, and you are well con- 
vinced that nothing but an almighty power could 
ever have wrought them. e RI 
© You were in darkneſs and ignorance through ſin, 
and you became enlightened by the truth. You have 
been brought to ſce the great evil of fin, the dread- 
ful ſtate and condition you were in by nature, while 
all your once boaſted excellency vaniſhed, and you 
ſtood in your own ſight” ſinners guilty and con- 
demned. Whenever the Goſpel is truly . 
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this influence is yet experienced ; yet not from. the 
miniſtration itſelf, but from the power of God, 
Fea, you have been converted by the efficacy of 
grace, not only brought out of darkneſs" into light, 
but from the power of fin and Satan unto God. 


While you have found and lamented the guilt and 
wer of ſin, you have felt a deliverance from both, 


in your conſcience and in your heart. A change has | 


been wrought. You have been born again of the 
. by the word of truth. Your hearts have been 


ectually turned, and you have loved thoſe ways of 


God which formerly you hated, and hated thoſe ways 


of ſin that juſt before you had delight i in. You can= - 


not but feel and acknowledge the change. It was 
wrought. through the miniſtry of men, but not of 
themſelves, the excellency of the power was of God 
and not of us. To him therefore you aſcribe the 
glory, and fag, e by the grace of God I am what 1 


am. 
Under a deep ſenſe of your un and danger you 


have been brought to Chriſt. Convinced of your 


need of his atoning ſacrifice, and juſtifying righteouſ- 


neſs, you have fled by faith to this hope ſer before 


you. You have ſeen his glories ſo as to believe and 
truſt in him, and are now living the life which you 
live in the fleſh by. the faith of the Son of God. 
Your pride has been humbled, and now you re- 
nounce all beſides, to know and be found in him. 


What a change is here from the ſelf exalting views 


of nature! The very work itſelf teaches you its au- 


thor, and where to aſcribe the glory, to the excel- 


lency of that power which is of Gd. 
Yea, you are ſanctiſed by this truth. You can- 


not live in {in as heretofore, but have learned that im- 
portant leſſon how to crucify the fleſh with 1 its affec- : 


tions and luſts, by faith in Chriſt. 


And by the Ne Goſpel of truth you are conti- 
 _ mually 
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nually proved and Mol Lou ſometimes come 
weak, and are ſtrengthened; you come dark, and 
are enlightened; doubting, and are ſatisfied; fearful, 
and are encouraged ; z tempted, and are ſuccoured; 
backſiding i in heart, and are reſtored. © You wait 
upon the Lord, and renew your ſtrength; mount on 
the wings of faith as on cagles wings, run and are 
not weary, continue to go forward, and faint not.“ 
The goſpel comes in demonſtration of the Spirit and 
with power. When you look. upon the inſtrument 
you are well convinced that what you experience was 
beyond his power to perform, and you acknowledge 
the hand of God. And if, when beholding as in a 
glaſs the glory of the Lord, you are changed into the 
ſame image, it is evidently by the Spirit of the Lord 
Thus he reſerves the honour to himſelf. * 

God might have ſpoken to us by the moſt 
inuſtrious inſtruments; he might have commanded 
his obedient angels to proclaim his grace to ſin- 

ners; it had been a meſſage worthy of their digni- 
fied and exalted natures, and an additional honour 
to thoſe favoured ſpirits. — But then we might have 
truſted in the meſſenger, and forgot the work of God. 
Now he is continually reminding us where to look, 
and where to depend. Our gourds. are continually | 
withering, that we may ſeek ſhelter at laſt only be- 
neath the protection of his own gracious care. And, 
while we enjoy, and ufe, and "bleſs him for, the 
means, he daily calls us to remember, che excel 
lency of the power is of God and not of us.“ 

Two or three remarks, tending to apply this 1 im- 
portant ſubject, ſhall cloſe our preſent addreſs to you. 


\ Firſt, Our text teaches us a leſſon of truſt and 
confidence in God, under the darkeſt diſpenſation 
towards his church. | 

His church is in his own hands ; inſtruments _= 
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all of his own raiſing ; it is from him they are fur- 
niſhed, from him they receive the bleſſing. When 
veſſels are broken, the treaſure is yet preſerved the 
fame, in the hand of him who made them all, and 
who has yet the ſame heart of compaſſion, the ſame 
arm of power, and the fame fullneſs of the Spirit. 
Yet, when we recollect, © the righteous is ſome- 
times taken away, from the evil to come,” let us'not 
be of thoſe who lay it not to heart. While we re- 
collect, they are ſometimes removed in righteous 
judgment, becauſe the gift has not been improved, 
we ought to attend to ſuch providences with ſolemn 
conſideration, and be careful to derive ſome benefit 
from them, when they come within the ſphere of 
our-own obſervation or connexions. Confident how- 
ever that the great Head of his church has yet the 
faithful care of it, we muſt ſubmit to his moſt intri- 
. cate viſitations, and rely upon his wiſdom and his 

ce. | | 

The words of our text in "connexion with ſuch' a 
providence as the preſent, | ; 


Secondly, Speak loudly in admonition to re- 
maining miniſters of the Goſpel. May J hear and 
improve the warning voice ! Is it my office to diſ- 

nſe the ineſtimable treaſure of the Goſpel of Chriſt? 
May I never mix impurity or error with his un- 
changing truth. May I not be as thoſe which cor- 
rupt the word of God; but as of fincerity, but as of 
God, in the ſight of God, ſpeak always in Chriſt. — 
Am I only a veſſel of clay? May I always remem- 
ber where the treaſure is to be obtained, and who 
alone can enable me to diſpenſe and communicate to 
your hearts.—Pray therefore for me, my brethren, 
for your own ſakes, and for my ſake, that I may be 
kept thus humble and dependent, and that this grace 


may 
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may be given me, for the edification of the church, 
And ſurely ſuch conſiderations as theſe. ſhould urge 
us all to a faithful diſcharge of the duties of our im- 

rtant truſt. How ſoon may theſe veſſels be broken! 

ow ſoon may we be unable to bear any more teſ- 
timony for our Lord and Maſter, to call ſinners to 
partake his ſalvation, or encourage believers in the 
good ways of the Lord! How uncertain is the te- 
nure of life ! Your late venerable paſtor, who ſeri- 
ouſly warned and ſweetly encouraged, is now no more. 
He, who from this place, payed the laſt tribute of 
reſpect to his memory, has unexpectedly followed him 
through the gates of death; though, if ſtrength of 
conſtitution, or importance of ſituation, had formed 
any ſecurity, he had yet ſurvived. And God, in 
whoſe hands are the ſpirits of all fleſn, only knows 
how long I may be permitted to plead his cauſe 
among you.—Bear with us then, my brethren, in 
our faithfulneſs. Bear with us when we watch for 
your ſouls, as they which muſt give account, when 
we warn you of the danger of ſin—when by the ter- 
rors of the Lord we perſuade men—when we urge 
you by the value of your immortal ſouls—when'we 
exhort and perſuade you, by the tender mercies and 
rich grace of the Goſpel, to accept a free ſalvation, 
and give yourſelves to the Lord. Oh that God 
would enable us to be more faithful, and more ear- 
neſt, and grant from the excellency of his power 
abundant fucccks. —Let- us unite together, for this 
purpoſe, in the energetic language of the prophet, 
Awake, awake, put on ſtrength, O arm of the 
Lord, awake as in the ancient days, in the genera- 
tions of old,” Or in the ſimilar language of our 
church, O God, we have heard with our ears, and 
our fathers have declared unto us, the noble works 


that thou didſt in their days, and 1 in the old time — 
ore 


| mo | 
fore them. O Lord, ariſe, help us, and deliver us fot 
thine honour.” | | 


The words of our text, in connection with ſuch a 
providence as the preſent, | 


Thirdly, Speak loudly in admonition to the 
hearers of the Goſpel. —The Goſpel is God's ordi- 
nance, attended with his excellent power to the en- 
lightening, the ſanctifying, and ſaving, ſinners of man- 
kind. Surely then we ſhould carefully examine what 
effect it hath produced upon us. 

You have long heard this Goſpel of ſalvation, and 
yet, perhaps, you are ſtill under the influence of your 
ſins, and led captive by the powers of darkneſs. The 
God of this world hath blinded your eyes that its glories 
are not perceived. Though you have © line upon 
line, line uponline, preceptupon precept, preceptupon 
precept, here a little and there a little,“ you are yet 
inſenſible either of the evil of ſin, or the excellency of 
fpiritual bleſſings: you are yet walking in the ways 
of ſin, bold in your iniquities, or careleſsly indiffe- 
rent. How awful will be your ſituation when you 
meet your miniſters, who have ſpoken to you ia the 
name of the Lord, before his throne of judgment. 
« We warned thoſe ſinners, ſhall they ſay, we have 
ſpoken to them again and again, they have neither 
been deſtitute of admonition, reproof, encourage- 
ments, or exhortations. We are clear from the blood 
of them, and, if they periſh, it is becauſe they re- 
ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be 
ſaved,” —< Awake then, thou ſleeper, and call upon 
thy God, if ſo be thou periſh not.” Yet the abun- 
dant treaſures of mercy and grace are open to thee, 
ce Aſk, and ye ſhall have; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 
kaock, and it ſhall be opened unto you.” But re- 
member, the word of the Goſpel cancor be heard in 

vain. 
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vain. There are but two effects which it can an- 


wer, one of which it muſt anſwer upon thee. It 


muſt either be © the Saviour of life unto life, or of 
death unto death in all who hear it.” 2 Cor. ii. 16. 
Beware, my fellow ſinners, that you do not take of- 
| fence at the Goſpel, becauſe you perceive the imper- 
ſection of human nature in thoſe who declare its 
truths, —God hath choſen ſuch earthen veſſels, by 
which to convey the blefſipgs of his Goſpel, that 
the glory may be his. Intreat then the teaching 


and divine influence of his ſpirit ; for, whatever the 


veſſels ' may be, if you partake not of the treaſure 
they contain, you muſt be. poor indeed —poor for 
eternity. 

Perhaps you may have heard the Goſpel long, ſo 
as to diſtinguiſh its truths, and diſcover ſomething 
of its glories : but has it reached your hearts in the 
love and power of it? Without this it will avail you 
nothing. To have a form of godlineſs without the 
power, is of all things the moſt dangerous, as it is ge- 
nerally moſt deceitful, Remember, my dear friends, 
ho ſoon your miniſter may die, how ſoon you may 
die ; and then all your means of grace are over, If 
they have not yet anſwered their deſign, well conſider 
the ſtate you are in, and how you ſhall appear, when 
neglected means ſhall only aggravate your guilt, and 
increaſe your condemnation. 

Happy are you, my þearers, to whom the Goſ- 
pel has come in the excellency of its power, to en- 
lighten, to quicken, to ſanctify, and to ſave. You 
will rightly eſteem your miniſters as ſtewards of the 
- myſteries of Chriſt ; and, while uſing them as God's 
appointed inſtruments to promote his glory, but 
looking beyond them for the bleſſing, you will by 
their means be more and more enriched with grace, 
; edified 1 in faith and love, comforted in your journey 
1 through 
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through life, and ſafely carried forward to the end. 
They indeed ſhall paſs away—thoſe veſſels of clay 

' - ſhall be broken, but © Jeſus Chriſt is the fame 
yeſterday, and to-day, and for ever.” His love is 
unchanging, his power almighty; his righteouſneſs 

and falvation everlaſting, «© The moth ſhall eat 
them up like a garment, and the worm ſhall eat 
them like wool ; but my righteouſneſs ſhall be for 
ever, and my falvation from generation to genera- 
tion. Tea liſt up your eyes to the heavens, and look 
upon the earth beneath, for the heavens ſhall vaniſh | 
away like ſmoak, and the earth ſhall wax old like a 
garment, and they that dwell therein ſhall die in like 
manner; but my ſalvation ſhall be for ever, and my 
righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed.” If. Ii. 8, 6. 
Happy they who are intereſted in theſe un- 
changing treaſures Oh, thou eternal Jehovah, one 
God in three-perſons, the God of grace and mercy, . 
grant us the enjoyment, and, with the excellency of 
the power, the excellency of the glory ſhall be thine. 
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THE END, 


1 Tar 5 plain Sermon; 12 . 
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to the memory of a Sy valuable character 


in the church, is now publiſhed with the ſame view. 


It as nearly correſponds with what was delivered; as 


recollection weuld enable, or circumſtances admit.— 


Some ſew alterations are made in the account of the 
deceaſed, from attaining further information. Such! 
as ĩt is, It is ſubmitted to the peruſal of thoſe who read 


N 


rather ſor ſpiritual profit than for criticiſm Land s 


- ally to thoſe. amongſt whom the providence} | 
appointed me to labour: attended math» 


his bleſſing upon it, to their edifjs+ - 
e faith hope, and obedieneg, of the 


